
 

 

Parents@Park 

Another year, another World Book Day! Once again the staff team fully embraced the event and got 

creative with outfits and characters. It is fair to say that when a round of Whitesides bacon 

sandwiches is up for grabs for the winning faculty, the competition gets fierce.... 

Beyond the fancy dress... 

The Why. 

World Book Day serves as an ideal occasion to reignite our students' passion for reading, underlining 

its significance in fostering a love for learning. It's a moment to both entertain (!) enlighten, and 

remind them about the ongoing importance to prioritise and enhance reading skills. With the recent 

expansion of our literacy development team, we're now equipped to assist a broader array of 

students in improving aspects such as reading pace, comprehension, inference, and purposeful 

reading. In the forthcoming weeks and months, numerous students will benefit from the chance to 

hone these skills in small group settings. This initiative is another step toward aiding their academic 

advancement and preparing them for future achievements outside the classroom. 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

The How- top tips! Engaging reluctant (teenage) readers can be challenging. Here are some effective 

ways to encourage reluctant readers to dive into the world of books: 



1. Find the Right Books: The key is to find books that match the reader's interests, however niche 

they may be. Whether it's sports, mysteries, fantasy, graphic novels, or comics, there's a book out 

there for everyone. 

2. Use Technology and Multimedia: Incorporate e-books, audiobooks, and interactive reading apps. 

These formats can be especially appealing to reluctant readers and can make reading feel more 

accessible and engaging. 

3. Create a Comfortable Reading Environment: a cozy, inviting space dedicated to reading.  

4. Set an Example: Show your own enthusiasm for reading. When children see adults around them 

reading and enjoying it, they're more likely to want to read themselves. 

5. Read Together: For younger readers, reading together can be a bonding experience that also 

allows you to assist with challenging words or concepts. For older readers, discussing books can 

spark interest and encourage them to explore new genres. 

6. Let Them Choose: Giving reluctant readers the autonomy to choose what they read empowers 

them and makes reading a personal choice rather than a chore.  

7.Incorporate Reading into Daily Activities: Show how reading is a part of daily life. Reading menus, 

instructions, game rules, and even online articles counts towards building a reading habit. 

8.Use Rewards and Challenges: Gentle incentives can motivate reluctant readers. Set up reading 

challenges with small rewards for reaching reading goals. 

9. Connect Books to Interests or Activities: If the reader is interested in a particular hobby, sport, or 

topic, find books that tie into those interests. This can also extend to movies or video games with 

novelizations or related literature. 

10. Start with Series or Graphic Novels: Books that are part of a series can keep the momentum 

going as readers look forward to the next instalment. Graphic novels, with their visual appeal, can 

also be less intimidating for hesitant readers. 

Be Patient, Positive and persevere. Encourage effort and celebrate progress, no matter how small. 

Building a love for reading takes time, and positive reinforcement can make a big difference. 

Implementing these top tips requires patience and experimentation to find what works best. Make 

reading an enjoyable and rewarding experience, and fostering a lifelong love of books. Good Luck! 

 



PD Day 

From careers preparation to colour runs, Bronze award (D of E) to balloon chair making, nailing 

navigation to trusting our teams - we had it all going on and a most fabulous day was had by all. As 

one student was overheard saying "that was the best one yet!" . I couldn't have put it better myself! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

SMSC@Park Updates  

At Park, the spiritual, moral, social and cultural elements of a student’s education is crucial to their 

development as an individual. We enable our pupils to take their rightful place in our community as a 

local, national, and global citizen. We prepare pupils for life in modern Britain, fostering a meaningful 

understanding of their world. Our curriculum supports them to develop an informed and balanced 

view on world events, beliefs and values of others. 

This week, we welcomed Marsden Heights pupils to Park High School for another of the Building 

Bridges sessions. The pupils were asking questions to understand and develop appreciation for 

different cultures.  

We have also launched our SMSC Guidance in school which can be found here.  

 

As shared last week in P@P, we are currently working towards the SMSC Quality Mark in school and 

we would appreciate it if you could fill out this Microsoft form on SMSC at Park. With thanks. 

 

https://www.park-high.co.uk/parents/spiritual-moral-social-and-cultural-development
https://forms.office.com/e/t1VrFi7SMx


Safeguarding Updates  

This month's focus for the Parental Safeguarding Update is on Self Harm.  The following guide was 

devised by the University of Oxford in order to support parents and carers whose children are either 

harming themselves, or are close to and may be affected by someone who is  

As always, if there are any safeguarding concerns which you would like to discuss with us then please 

do not hesitate to contact your child’s Pastoral Support Worker or email  

 

https://www.park-high.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/46/files/5F35883A73E302C67A180D222BA78CE7.pdf


Year 11 Examination information share  

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE timetable can be seen below - next stop May 9th for the first examination  



 

 

 

If you can help - Mr Jackson would love to hear from you -please do contact him at school on 

gjackson@park.penninetrust.org if you think you may be able to help in any way.  

https://gjackson@parkhigh.penninetrust.org/


Further News, Diary Dates + Notices  

 

 

• Year 8 Options. Choice making continues in preparation for further study in Year 9, 10 and 11.  

Go to the Year 8 Option page on our website to view the informative videos created by our subject 

specialists to help with the decision-making process.  

 

 

• Please find here an invitation to Year 10 Parents Evening taking place on Thursday 14th 

March 2024 

 How to attend a video call see here 

Parents guide to booking appointments 

  

 

 

 

 

 

• Lancashire County Council School Bus Service Survey Does your child currently use a school 

bus service contracted by Lancashire County Council? If so please could you spare a few 

minutes to undertake a short survey to help the council understand what you may want from 

the service in the future. The survey is open from 21st February 2024 and 28th March 2024 

and the results will help the county council better understand service user needs and 

wants.  You can access the survey via the link below: School Transport Review Survey - 

February 2024  

https://www.park-high.co.uk/curriculum/key-stage-4-option-subjects
https://www.park-high.co.uk/_site/data/files/parents-at-park/02-24/79B2F1085E4BBB6F1AAE500FAC1A174F.pdf
https://www.park-high.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/46/files/8C27784BF0FD62FCF9093023D6A3FB9A.pdf
https://www.park-high.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/46/files/2B5CFCC08BE460ED19067F1353FD1C8C.pdf
https://online1.snapsurveys.com/s9gmv9
https://online1.snapsurveys.com/s9gmv9


Gymnastics Gold for James! 

James Hulena recently competed in men's artistic gymnastics at the English championship on 

Sunday finishing 7th overall and gold on parallel bars. In addition to the 7th and Gold - he did it all in 

style with PB' s all round- excellent peaking for competition time there! 

Huge congratulations to James and team. 

 

 

Travels around Trust 

• Parents@LordStreet 

 

 

 

• Parents@Blacko 

Contact Us@ 

• The link here links to the school website where key staff and department contacts are listed 

as well as a flow diagram to support families in navigating to the correct team/staff member 

depending on the enquiry they have. 

 In the first instance the form tutor is the first point of contact to guide and advise.   

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/u6XOx93f95OF8kwB?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/l5Ido7Zr3a2x1hMw?ref=email
https://www.park-high.co.uk/contact-us


School Holiday dates 2023-24 

Please click here to find the school holiday dates for 2023-24 

https://www.park-high.co.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=10
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