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[bookmark: _Statement_of_intent_1]Statement of intent
At Park High School, the pupils and their learning are at the very heart of every decision we make. This policy reflects our diverse mix of pupils and does not discriminate against any protected characteristics.
Colne Park High School recognises that the spiritual, moral, social and cultural elements of a student’s education is crucial to their development as an individual. This will enable our pupils to take their rightful place in our community as a local, national, and global citizen. Through SMSC, we will ensure that pupils are prepared for life in modern Britain, fostering a meaningful understanding of their world and our curriculum helps them to develop and informed and balanced view on world events, beliefs and values of others. 
We therefore aim to provide an education that provides our students with opportunities to explore and develop their own values, whilst recognising that those of others may differ. Beliefs, spiritual awareness, high standards of personal behaviour that include a caring attitude to others, an understanding of their social and cultural traditions and an appreciation of the diversity and richness of other cultures are all critical, and we aim to nurture and develop these through our subject lessons and wider curriculum.
Each of the SMSC strands are integral to the development of understanding of and affinity with British values and the national identity that are a crucial part of our cultural heritage:
· Democracy
· The rule of law
· Individual liberty
· Mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.
In lessons students have opportunities to explore the British values along with their own values and the values of others. We actively promote through extra- curricular activities the role of democracy and the importance of active citizenship.
Teal Salmon Butty

	
	
	




	
	
	



	
	
	



[bookmark: _Legal_framework_1]Legal framework
This policy has due regard to all relevant legislation and statutory guidance including, but not limited to, the following: 
· Education Act 2002
· DfE (2014) ‘Promoting fundamental British values as part of SMSC in schools’
· DfE (2014) ‘National curriculum in England framework for key stages 1 to 4’
· Ofsted (2022) ‘School inspection handbook’
This policy operates in conjunction with the following school policies:
· Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy
· Online Safety Policy
· Behaviour Policy
· Anti-bullying Policy
· Health and Safety Policy
· Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Policy
· Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions Policy
[bookmark: _[Updated]_A_whole-school]A whole-school approach to SMSC education 
The governing board will ensure that SMSC education is embedded across the school’s activities to ensure that the potential of each pupil is developed in accordance with their individual needs and capabilities. 
The headteacher and SLT will facilitate and encourage a school environment which is welcoming, inclusive and safe for all pupils and members of the school community, irrespective of their protected characteristics and/or background. Staff will be expected to model high standards of discipline, courtesy, respect and acceptance of others, and to encourage pupils to take responsibility for their own actions.
The school’s spiritual development provision enables pupils to:
· [bookmark: _Key_roles_and_1][bookmark: _Protocols]Be reflective about their beliefs, religious or otherwise, and their perspective on life.
· Have knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values.
· Develop a sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around them.
· Use imagination and creativity in their learning.
· Develop willingness to reflect on their experiences.
The school’s moral development provision enables pupils to:
· Recognise the difference between right and wrong, readily apply this understanding in their own lives and, in doing so, respect the civil and criminal law of England. 
· Understand the consequences of their behaviour and actions. 
· Develop an interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral and ethical issues, and an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.
[bookmark: _Actions_in_the][bookmark: _Required_actions_if][bookmark: _Organisation][bookmark: _Definitions][bookmark: _Training_of_staff][bookmark: _Security]The school’s social development provision enables pupils to:
· Use a range of social skills in different contexts, including working and socialising with pupils from different religious, ethnic and socioeconomic backgrounds. 
· Participate in a variety of community and social settings, including by volunteering, cooperating well with others and being able to resolve conflicts effectively. 
· Accept and engage with the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect, and acceptance of those with different faiths and beliefs. 
· Develop and demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in, and contribute positively to, life in modern Britain.
The school’s cultural development provision enables pupils to:
· Understand and appreciate the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage and that of others. 
· Understand and appreciate the range of different cultures within the school, and further afield, as an essential element of their preparation for life in modern Britain.
· Develop knowledge of Britain's democratic parliamentary system and its central role in shaping our history and values, and in continuing to develop Britain. 
· Participate in, and respond positively to, artistic, sporting and cultural opportunities. 
· Develop an interest in exploring, improving their understanding of, and showing respect for, different faiths and cultures.
· Understand, accept, respect, and celebrate diversity, as shown by their tolerance and attitudes towards different religious, ethnic and socio-economic groups in the local, national and global communities. 
The headteacher will work in collaboration with the SENCO to ensure that lessons and activities, and expectations of pupils in relation to those lessons and activities, are appropriately adjusted to accommodate the needs of pupils with SEND. 
[bookmark: _[Updated]_Cross-curriculum_teaching]Cross-curriculum teaching and learning
SMSC education will take place across all areas of the curriculum. SMSC has particularly strong links to religious education, citizenship, history and Personal Development. The school has developed an SMSC matrix, which shows where SMSC education, respectively, are embedded into subjects and provides evidence of their inclusion.
All areas of the curriculum will draw examples from as wide a range of cultural contexts as possible. Teaching staff will be expected to foster an open environment in their lessons in which respect, tolerance for different values, opinions and backgrounds, and team work are encouraged and prioritised in line with the guiding principles of SMSC education.
Teaching staff will use classroom discussion to support pupils to:
· Talk about their experiences, thoughts and feelings.
· Express and clarify personal ideas and beliefs. 
· Speak about difficult events, e.g. bullying and death.
· Explore their relationships with friends, family and others.
· Consider, and show empathy towards, the needs and experiences of others.
· Develop self-esteem and personal confidence.
· Develop a sense of belonging.
· Develop their SMSC skills, e.g. compassion, respect, open-mindedness, sensitivity and critical awareness.
Many areas across the curriculum provide opportunities for pupils to:
· Listen and talk to each other.
· Learn to treat one another as equals, regardless of protected characteristics and/or background.
· Recognise and celebrate the differences and similarities between themselves and others. 
· Agree and disagree with people respectfully.
· Work co-operatively and collaboratively.
The school will use the following methods to help pupils develop an understanding of how they can influence decision making through the democratic process:
· Electing a Student Leaders
· Hearing pupils’ voice through ‘The Big Question’ and Pupil panels and Student surveys.
· Establishing Ambassador roles linked to Curriculum areas, Careers, Library and STEM. Introduction of Committees led by the prefects.
· Providing pupils with opportunities to build balanced arguments and form opinions, e.g. by taking part in reflective discussions. 
The school will use the following methods to help pupils develop an understanding of the rule of law:
· Setting and enforcing high expectations for attendance, punctuality and behaviour
· Setting and enforcing classroom and school rules
· Teaching pupils about laws that are relevant to the school setting
· Teaching pupils about adults who fulfil roles designed to help others, including staff members, emergency services, friends and family
· Teaching pupils about the role of the monarchy and of previous monarchies
· Providing pupils with opportunities to celebrate the lives of people who have influenced the course of history
· Implementing clear, consistent and defined sanctions for challenging behaviour in line with the Behaviour Policy
We may use the following methods to help pupils develop an understanding of different faiths and beliefs:
· Celebrating differences and similarities through cultural event days, for example, Religious Festivals on PD days.
· Creating links with local churches.
· Arranging trips to places of worship
· Teaching about different beliefs and cultures
· Exploring moral values through lessons, stories and assemblies
· Arranging visits from various religious leaders
· RE lessons
· Faith Days on PD day
The school will also employ additional practical activities and practices to encourage pupils’ SMSC development, including:
· Encouraging pupils to work together in different groupings and situations. 
· Encouraging students to engage with the school theatre production.
· Providing opportunities for pupils to consume and study literature, art, music and media from artists of different cultures, backgrounds, genres and faiths.
· Organising in a variety of different social and cultural school trips, e.g. to museums or places of worship, parliament.
· Hearing and seeing live performances by professional actors, dancers and musicians.
· Understanding of cultural differences relating to diets from other countries and cultures.
· Studying the contributions to society that famous people of all backgrounds have made.
Staff will help pupils’ SMSC development by:
· Encouraging teamwork across all subjects.
· Encouraging an appreciation of, and respect for, the work and performance of other pupils, regardless of perceived ability.
· Using themes, e.g. in assemblies and lessons, to explore important aspects of British heritage and other cultures, e.g. religious festival days and global events.
[bookmark: _[Updated]_Community_links]Community links
The school recognises that an important part of SMSC development is enabling pupils to become active participants in their local community and, as such, will continue to foster strong links with the wider community. 
These links will be formed through a variety of activities, including:
· Community fundraising activities.
· Forming links with local food banks
· Hosting school events to which community members are invited as participants or audience members.
· Supporting volunteering opportunities for pupils with community organisations to support the D of E program.
· having an effective approach to careers information, education, advice and guidance (CIEAG).
· Questionnaires sent to parents and other members of the community to gather opinions, e.g. on school initiatives or practices.
The school will engage parents and members of the wider community in the educational life of pupils, ensuring that the diversity and varying experiences of the local community are reflected in the way in which pupils are educated. 
[bookmark: _Promoting_fundamental_British]Promoting fundamental British values
The school will use SMSC education to promote fundamental British values by:
· Including, in suitable parts of the curriculum, age-appropriate material on the strengths, advantages and disadvantages of democracy, and how democracy and the law works in Britain compared to other countries. 
· Teaching pupils a broad and balanced international history.
· Representing the cultures of all our pupils within the curriculum.
· Teaching a wide range of English and non-English literature.
· Listening to the voices of all pupils and promoting active participation in democratic processes, e.g. through a school council.
· Using democratic opportunities in the wider community, e.g. general and local elections, to provide pupils with the opportunity to learn how to argue and defend points of view.
· Using teaching resources from a wide variety of sources to help pupils learn about and understand a range of faiths.
· Using extra-curricular activities to promote fundamental British values.
· Delivering of Picture news, twice weekly.
By promoting fundamental British values through SMSC education, we will provide pupils with:
· An understanding of how they can influence decision making through the democratic process.
· An appreciation that living under the rule of law protects them and is essential for their wellbeing and safety.
· An understanding that there is a separation of power between the executive and the judiciary, and while some public bodies, for example the police, can be held to account by parliament, others maintain independence, for example, the court system. 
· An understanding that their freedom to choose and hold faiths and beliefs is protected by law.
· An acceptance that people of different faiths and beliefs to themselves (and those with no faiths or beliefs) should be accepted and tolerated, and should not be subject to prejudicial or discriminatory behaviour.
· An understanding of the importance of identifying and combatting discrimination. 
[bookmark: _Monitoring_and_evaluation]Monitoring and review
SMSC provision is reviewed on an annual basis in the following ways:
· The monitoring of teaching and learning and work scrutiny by the curriculum coordinator, link Senior Leader and governors as part of our general monitoring
· Regular discussions at staff, Leadership and governors’ meetings
· Annual policy audits
· The development of RE, Personal Development and collective worship to reflect the diversity of both our school and society
· [bookmark: _Appendix_1_–]The sharing of classroom work and practice
This policy is reviewed on an annual basis by the Senior Leader with responsibility for SMSC and SMSC lead, and any changes will be communicated to all stakeholders.
The next scheduled review date for this policy is July 2026.



	
	
	



	
	
	



[bookmark: _SMSC_Matrix]SMSC Matrix
The following Matrix demonstrates some of the areas in which SMSC is evidenced in the everyday experiences of pupils at Park High School.
	Activity or lesson
	Spiritual Education
	Moral Education
	Social Education
	Cultural Education

	Maths
	Lessons enthuse and excite pupils by incorporating investigative tasks that allow pupils the opportunity to discover the joy of maths for themselves. 
	Students apply Maths to real life contexts, applying and exploring the skills required in solving various problems.
	Development of Mathematical reasoning skills, communicating with others and explaining concepts to each other.
	Famous mathematicians wall display

	English
	Poetry and Writers from different Cultures
	Discussion and debate around topical issues relating to content of texts.
	Developing effective communication (Learning a variety of styles for different audiences)
	literature from other cultures. Students are encouraged to research and present information and the historical, social, and cultural background to various writer's and texts.
Visit to the theatre.

	Science
	Pupils can develop their beliefs on how the universe was created and the awe of the scale of living things from the smallest microorganism to the largest tree
	Pupils are encouraged to consider the moral implications of science in a number a scenario, from the use of cloning and GM crops to the use of fossil fuels and their effects on the planet.
	Pupils develop their social skills through group and practical work. They consider the safety of others during practical work.
	Pupils consider the work done by various Scientists e.g. Pasteur, Darwin, Wegener etc. 
Pupils consider the historical context that that influence the way new theories are considered, e.g. motion of the Earth, evolution, plate tectonics, Big Bang theory.


	Art
	Pupils explore a range of artists and different art styles and are encouraged to discuss and develop opinions about it. In KS3 pupils study African art which gives them an opportunity for cross cultural study with a focus on the traditions of the African mask.
	Pupils are encouraged to give an opinion as to what looks good and what does not and then justify their views.

Pupils also engage with visitors to the school, who deliver art projects and experiences.
	The Art department hold an annual exhibition of student work in which students are encouraged to present, discuss and celebrate their work with the wider social community including family and friends.
	Pupils engage in the creation of an annual memorial for Remembrance.

	History
	History encourages pupils to appreciate a range of religions and beliefs and a respect for these different perspectives. Pupils may choose to reflect on their own beliefs or respect the different ideas of others.

Y7 Crusades, Medieval Religion
Y8 Reformation
Y9 The Holocaust

	Pupils develop their ethical code by examining controversial issues and appraising them through humanitarian eyes. 
Students are taught about respecting Civil law through topics such as The English Civil War – The chaos and barbarism of Civil Wars, why evolution of British government and the rights of the individual. This brings comparison with countries that do not uphold similar freedoms and democracy.


	History provides a strong emphasis on the shaping of British values and the British judicial system. Y7 – Key studies of the feudal system, the Domesday book, the Magna Carta and the Peasant’s Revolt. Y8 – The Break with Rome and development of the Church of England and its fluctuating effects on society. Y8 – Civil War and development of Parliament. Y9 – Britain in the age of industry. Y9 – The Peterloo Massacre and the role of the Suffragettes. Y9 – The British home front during World War Two. Y9 – How international relations work and the complexities of dealing with political crises through modern democratic government through looking at the causes of World War One, the resulting peace treaties and their consequences. Y10 – The evolution of society and the role of government through the focus of medicine and public health. Y10 – The key differences between democracy and dictatorship, as well as differences between different voting systems.
	History presents the foundations from which British and global cultures may be examined and understandings may be enriched. We frequently examine cultures from numerous historical periods to illuminate events effectively and to encourage acceptance and tolerance of other faiths, cultures and ideas both domestically and globally.

Y9 - Black Power and Black Arts Movement 

Y10 – The creation and impacts of dictatorship in Nazi Germany . We look at the use of propaganda and censorship, such as the promotion of Nazi culture and suppression of culture that does not fit with that Nazi ideal.

Pupils have Knowledge of Britain's democratic parliamentary system and its central role in shaping our history and values, and in continuing to develop Britain through the following topics:
Y7 Magna Carta
Y8 English Civil War
Y9 Suffrage


	RE
	At KS3, pupils study aspects of all 6 major world religions.
	In year 8, pupils study different moral coices such as animal testing and other moral dilemas. In y9, pupils look at the topic 'Religion and Life' where they look at topics such as abortion and euthanasia.

Pupils have a topic in Y9 called Crime and Punishment, they will look at why people commit crimes, punishments for crimes and reasons why people are punished


At GCSE level, Issues of right and wrong, and good and bad are explored consistently and pupils are often asked to approach topics including abortion, the capital punishment, corporal punishment, homosexuality and euthanasia objectively which requires them to reflect on their own personal thoughts and allows them to understand and respect the viewpoints of other people. 
	. Pupils at Park also take part in a “Community Cohesion” project run by a local organisation, “Building Bridges”. This involves a number of years 7, 8 and 9 pupils meeting pupils from another local high school, Marsden Heights. Pupils of both schools differ in terms of their ethnic background and religion. These sessions encourages them to understand how difference is a good thing and acknowledge how diverse British society is. The sessions allow pupils to work together on different tasks, they are also given the chance to present their ideas to local primary schools.  

Pupils study religious tolerance, topics of crime and punishment where they look at rule breakers and look at topics such as gender equality.
	Pupils will learn about other religions, giving them an opportunity to appreciate what it means to belong to a religious group. Within major world religions pupils will explore differences between denominations and understand the origins of differences which are often cultural.



	PE
	Pupils participate in a range of extra-curricular activities where they demonstrate their enjoyment for activities. We also run trips to see elite level performance, mainly done in football, basketball and netball.
	At KS3 and KS4 pupils participate in a range of physical activities. Part of this participation involves learning the laws and rules of the varying activities. Based on this knowledge pupils develop decision making skills to enable them to participate effectively. Pupils learn to deal with the consequences of making decisions which both comply with or break the rules. Pupils also undertake the role of an official, in which they have to enforce the rules of an activity. 
	Through competitive play in lessons and at both intra and inter school activities pupils are able to develop resilience and dealing with disappointments in order to build character for future events. 
	The programme of study involves pupils in a range of activities from different cultures. Sport is embraced as a global interest and pupils develop knowledge and understanding of the global relevance of sporting events; for example the Olympics and Football World Cup.



	Geography
	Africa/Asia (Year 9) – Pupils made aware of different religions; Buddhism, Sikhism, Islam, Hinduism, Folk Religion which facilitates discussion about different beliefs. Development (Year 8/GCSE) – The effects of different religious beliefs on birth rates, family planning which contribute to national and global population.
	Pupils must think about how they treat the environment, for example encouraging recycling and using public transport. Natural Hazards (GCSE) – Topics in GCSE Geography use clear comparisons of natural hazards which occur in High Income Countries compared to Low Income Countries and why morally we are obliged to help the less fortunate who face far more severe consequences when disasters occur.
	Consideration of social and political effects of natural events which occur and impact populations around the world.

In addition to this: Economy (Year 7) – The impact of money on our social development compared to our ancestors and less fortunate countries. Population and Development (Year 8) – The effects of living in places which are unable to economically develop and the impact of being unable to do so. Africa, Asia and The Middle East (Year 9) – Exposure to different social norms when studying a range of different countries as part of these topics to broaden pupils understanding and appreciation of other societies.
	Throughout the entire Geography curriculum pupils have continuous opportunities to learn about different cultures and discuss the fine details of this, from employment, religion, food and fashion. Pupils are motivated to use their individual experiences to develop an appreciation of other cultures, by the means of their actions as tourists or observations in their own communities.
Topics of relevance:
Russia (Year 8) – Using GIS pupils are given the opportunity to virtually explore several different Russian locations, investigating clues for information they can gather on the different cultures shared within the largest planet on Earth. Africa (Year 9) – Pupils work collaboratively to create a presentation on an African country of their choice, where they research all aspects of its culture and feed this back to their peers.
Y11 - Changing Economic World UK.

	Music
	Students explore and develop their own interests in music through a variety of personal tastes and learn to compose in these styles allowing students to explore their personal tastes further
	Students learn to appreciate various styles or genres of music and appreciate the performance of other students.  Students focus on why a particular piece of music is created, for an occasion for example and how a piece of music may reflect the feelings or intentions of the composer or piece of music. Students also focus on how music is used in a particular culture and how this genre is composed and performed.
	Students consistently work in pairs of groups of various abilities and backgrounds in all musical projects. Their work requires students to understand the needs and ability of others.  Teamwork is encouraged in order to be successful in composing and performing, especially as a successful ensemble which is a requirement at GCSE.  Student grouping changes continually to ensure that students are challenged, understand and develop their skills by working with others.
	Across both key stages students focus on various styles and genres of music from the tradition of Classical Music and focus on Composers to more contemporary musical styles and how these are created. At GCSE level students study the works of particular composers, and their musical context with the world or culture at the time of composing

	Personal Development
	Exploring different cultures, religions and beliefs through diversity units of work. PD Days focus on Holi festival and Harvest festival within KS3. Visits to Open Door, collecting food for the food bank and understanding more about charity work. Students visit care homes/primary schools/nurseries/litter pick/plant trees during July Community PD day.
	
Diversity and discrimination.
Careers education
Digital literacy
Education around drugs and alcohol.
Road safety
	
Finance and money education. Online safety and safeguarding content – children learn how to keep themselves safe, emotionally and physically healthy.
	
Relationships and family types are covered. Tolerance and diversity.

	Intrinsic PD
	Weekly Reflection time included as part of Student Briefing.
Weekly assemblies.
	Picture news – linking current affairs, British Values, Protected characteristics and UN Rights of the Child.
Weekly assemblies.
	Weekly assemblies.
Deliberate practice linked to the behaviour curriculum looking at work ready skills.
	Picture news – linking current affairs, British Values, Protected characteristics and UN Rights of the Child.

	Trips
	Trips including visit local churches.
	Visits include:
Etihad Stadium for a regeneration project.
Building Bridges as part of a community cohesion project.

	The school has partner schools in both Germany and China, where students are given the opportunity to engage in an exchange scheme.
	The school has partner schools in both Germany and China, where students are given the opportunity to engage in an exchange scheme.

	Languages
	In both KS3 and KS4 students discuss religious and non religious festivals from mulitple faiths and cultures. Students discuss their views on the festivals and formulate their own opinions. Food at festivals and special occasions is discussed too. Programs of Study cover Francophone countries therefore raising awareness of French speaking countries and cultures across the world. Similarities and differences between school systems across the French speaking world. France has a secular education system
	The rich variety of age appropriate topics that students study in French promote leading an archetypal lifestyle, for example students discuss role models, future aspirations, doing voluntary work, leading healthy lifestyles, helping the environment and free time activities. Students also study modern technology which presents a platform for discussing the possible dangers of the internet and social media.
	Students develop their social skills through learning appropriate register in conversation and writing.
	Students’ cultural awareness is enriched through cultural information and authentic texts about France and the French speaking world.
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